
WG	  3:	  Giving	  Farmers	  a	  Voice	  



Produce:	  
•  A	  concise	  statement	  of	  the	  issue	  or	  challenge	  associated	  with	  

giving	  farmers	  a	  voice	  in	  climate	  service	  produc=on	  
•  How	  do	  we	  involve	  farmers	  in	  learning	  networks	  to	  generate	  

ac=onable	  science	  
•  Using	  learning	  networks	  (including	  farmers,	  intermediaries,	  NGOs,	  

extension,	  met	  services,	  researchers)	  to	  support	  sustainale	  livelihoods	  in	  
the	  context	  of	  broader	  environmental	  changes	  	  	  

•  We	  should	  not	  assume	  that	  we	  have	  the	  knowledge	  the	  farmers	  
want/need.	  

•  Need	  intermediaries	  between	  met	  services	  and	  farmers/users	  
•  Who	  can	  serve	  that	  role?	  And	  how?	  
•  Giving	  farmers	  voice	  in	  the	  policy	  process	  and	  resource	  alloca=on	  

process	  
•  What	  is	  the	  right	  language/terminology	  for	  this	  communica=on?	  
•  Challenge	  in	  communica=ng	  with	  extension	  as	  well	  as	  with	  

farmers	  

•  A	  few	  good	  prac=ces	  for	  addressing	  the	  challenge	  that	  are	  
replicable	  or	  scalable	  

•  Challenges	  to	  implemen=ng	  good	  prac=ce	  
•  1-‐2	  concrete	  follow	  up	  ac=ons	  that	  will	  address	  the	  challenge	  of	  

giving	  famers	  a	  voice	  



Problem	  Statement	  
•  How	  do	  we	  create	  learning	  networks	  of	  mul=ple	  
users	  and	  producers	  of	  info	  to	  generate	  
ac=onable	  science	  in	  support	  of	  sustainable	  
livelihoods	  while	  recognizing,	  empowering	  and	  
honoring	  their	  experiences,	  tradi=ons,	  and	  social	  
networks	  
–  Par=cipatory	  produc=on	  and	  communica=on	  of	  agro	  
meteorological	  informa=on	  and	  knowledge	  

–  Involving	  farmers	  in	  policy	  development	  and	  planning	  
at	  all	  scales	  (farm	  to	  na=onal)	  	  
•  Create	  enabling	  environment	  for	  farmer	  to	  use	  informa=on	  
in	  support	  of	  their	  preferences	  and	  prac=ces	  



Challenges	  to	  scaling	  up	  

•  Organiza=onal	  capacity,	  administra=ve	  and	  
programma=c	  mandates	  	  

•  Staff	  requirements	  and	  cost	  :	  showing	  value	  of	  met	  
info	  for	  agriculture	  and	  development	  	  

•  Capacity	  of	  farmers,	  extension	  services,	  
communicators	  to	  access	  and	  use	  informa=on	  and	  
technology	  currently	  available	  	  



Recommenda=ons	  for	  Scaling-‐up	  	  
Co-‐produc/on	  of	  climate	  services	  
•  Create/involve	  mul=-‐disciplinary	  informa=on	  
development	  communi=es/plaVorms	  
–  Including	  NGOs,	  intermediaries/farmer	  orgs,	  local	  
govt.,	  met	  services	  (at	  local,	  district,	  na=onal	  levels)	  	  

–  Capacity	  building	  for	  scien=sts	  and	  farmers	  to	  
provide/	  receive	  and	  use	  informa=on/climate	  services	  
(scaled	  from	  na=onal	  to	  local	  via	  champions,	  training	  
of	  trainers)	  

–  Effec=vely	  use	  exis=ng	  social	  networks	  and	  exis=ng	  
channels	  of	  communica=on;	  create	  new	  channels	  as	  
needed	  to	  reach	  the	  hard-‐to-‐reach	  



Needed	  capaci=es	  
•  Enabling	  factors	  allowing	  farmers	  to	  use	  informa=on	  

For	  Met	  services	  
	  understanding	  farmer	  and	  intermediary	  needs,	  uses	  of	  informa=on	  

	  
For	  Intermediaries:	  
–  Capacity	  of	  intermediaries	  to	  translate	  innova=ons	  and	  tech	  for	  local	  users	  
–  Capaci=es	  to	  bring	  diverse,	  vulnerable	  groups	  into	  process	  
	  
For	  Farmers:	  
–  Capacity	  needed	  by	  farmers	  to	  understand	  climate	  impacts	  on	  local	  

environment/	  land	  use	  interac=ons	  
–  Data	  collec=on,	  tool/equipment	  use	  
–  Resources	  and	  ins=tu=onal	  supports	  to	  support	  ac=ons	  and	  responses	  



•  Need	  intermediaries	  between	  met	  services	  and	  farmers/users	  
–  Who	  can	  serve	  that	  role?	  

•  Giving	  farmers	  voice	  in	  the	  policy	  process	  and	  resource	  alloca=on	  process	  
•  Farmers	  stress	  preserva=on	  of	  biodiversity	  for	  diversifica=on,	  resilience,	  

for	  	  
•  Need	  to	  maximize	  food	  produc=on	  –	  tension	  between	  expanding	  farmland	  

and	  preserving	  natural	  areas	  
•  Roles	  and	  responsibili=es	  of	  farmers:	  Certain	  prac=ces	  have	  been	  

disturbed	  by	  changing	  climate	  and	  environment.	  	  Researchers	  could	  help	  
them	  restore	  these	  prac=ces	  or	  alterna=ve	  prac=ces.	  	  	  

•  Accept	  and	  their	  farming	  methods,	  document,	  recognize	  successful	  
methods.	  	  Prac=ces	  like	  pes=cide	  free,	  crop	  rota=on,	  	  

•  Help	  them	  preserve	  these	  methods.	  	  E.g.,	  help	  them	  find	  improved	  seeds/
varie=es	  that	  can	  thrive	  in	  changing	  condi=ons	  

•  Build	  on	  exis=ng	  social,	  communica=on	  networks	  and	  prac=ces.	  	  Preserve	  
these	  networks	  and	  systems.	  	  



•  How	  do	  we	  involve	  farmers	  in	  learning	  networks	  to	  generate	  ac=onable	  science	  in	  
support	  of	  sustainable	  livelihoods	  while	  recognizing,	  empowering	  and	  honoring	  
their	  experiences,	  tradi=ons,	  and	  social	  networks	  

Good	  prac=ces	  that	  are	  scalable	  
•  Involving	  farmers	  in	  policy	  development	  and	  planning	  

–  Community	  discussion>	  village	  development	  community>	  district	  level	  
planning.	  To	  ensure	  that	  grassroots	  interest	  does	  not	  get	  filtered	  at	  successive	  
levels,	  community	  representa=ve	  a`ends	  all	  mee=ngs	  

•  Create	  Enabling	  environment	  for	  farmer	  preferences	  and	  prac=ces:	  
–  Assisted	  natural	  regenera=on	  
–  Local	  conven=ons	  where	  decisions	  are	  made	  
–  Farming	  methods	  for	  natural	  protec=on	  
–  Women’s	  ini=a=ves	  such	  as	  Nieta	  baskets	  
–  Methods	  for	  protec=ng	  biodiversity	  and	  wetlands	  
–  Use	  seasonal	  crops	  that	  are	  adapted	  to	  changing	  climate	  
–  Energy	  efficient	  technology	  e.g.,	  solar	  dryers,	  clay	  ovens,	  	  

•  Par=cipatory	  produc=on	  and	  communica=on	  of	  agro	  meteorological	  
knowledge	  informa=on	  	  
–  Roving	  seminars	  
–  Par=cipatory	  scenario	  planning	  	  
–  Crea=on	  of	  champions/translators	  
–  Engage	  farmers	  in	  producing	  the	  data	  (monitoring	  weather	  sta=ons;	  

‘community	  monitors’)	  


